
Why is it important that you dress 
appropriately for court? 
 

Court is a formal, serious event.  When 
you dress the right way for court, it 
shows that you take the court process 
seriously and shows that you have  
respect for the court.  To dress the 
wrong way is a sign that you do not take 
the court seriously and that you lack  
respect for the court. 
 
How should you dress for court? 
 

Dress like you would dress when going to 
church or going to a job interview.  You 
should come to court in clothing that is  
simple, neat, clean, pressed, and  
non-revealing.  Hair should be clean, 
combed, and out of your eyes.  Males 
should be clean shaven. 
 
How should you act in court? 
 

You should show respect to the judge 
and everyone in the court room. 
 
You should remain quiet while waiting for 
your case.  Court is not a time to hang 
out with your friends.  Avoid talking to 
friends you see at court. 

The courtroom is often very cold, so 
keep this in mind when choosing what 
you will wear. 
 
Throw gum out before you get to court. 
 
Don’t take anything into the courthouse 
that could be considered a weapon.  
This includes pocket knives and finger-
nail files. 
 
Cell phones should be kept 
off at all times in court.  
Your cell phone may be  
taken from you if it goes  
off during court. 

Other things to remember:  

What to Wear and  
What Not to Wear  

in Court 
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This guide is available online at 
www.swfljac.org/dress. 
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