
Youth comes 
into contact with 
law enforcement 

Arrestable  
Offense/ Probable 

Cause? 
Yes 

No 

Law enforcement 
takes youth into  

custody 

Youth is booked at the Juvenile  
Assessment Center. Department of Juvenile 

Justice intake and detention screening. 

Detention? 

Home Detention Secure Detention Direct Release to 
parent or guardian 

Judicial Handling? 

End  
of  

process 

Youth completes assigned 
community service/

intervention 

No 

No Yes 

Yes Court Diversion Direct File to  
Adult Court 

Charges Dropped Delinquency Petition 
Filed 

Yes 

No 

Arraignment Hearing -  
youth pleads guilty, no  
contest, or not guilty 

Adjudicatory Hearing -  
youth is found guilty or not 

guilty of committing a  
delinquent act? 

Not  Guilty  
Plea 

Guilty or  
No Contest Plea 

 Found  Not Delinquent 

 Found  Delinquent 

Probation 

Alternative Judicial  
Services 

Commitment 

Conditional 
Release 

Detention Hearing -  
to decide if youth should  

remain in detention? 

Post Commitment 
Probation 

Civil Citation/ 
Arrest Diversion 

Disposition Hearing 

Key Decision Points: Law Enforcement Department of Juvenile Justice Court Office of the State Attorney Youth/Defense Attorney      
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